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The holiday season is fast approaching and the school is gearing up 

for concerts, class celebrations, a holiday sing-a-long, a special visit 

from the "Big" guy, and hopefully a little snow. I would like to take 

this opportunity to wish everyone a great holiday and a Happy New 

Year from the PAC executive. Hopefully you all enjoyed the 

beautiful cards crafted by your children.  

The PAC is also working with Administration to redo our emergency 

preparedness plan and emergency release procedures. As well we 

would like to remind everyone that there is no parking in front of the 

school on 206th street on either side of the road. The cars block the 

view of our Grade 5 and 6 crossing guards making their job more 

difficult and dangerous and putting everyone at risk. Please set a 

good example for our children and be sure to use the crosswalk. 

 Look for the St. John's Ambulance notice for grades 5-6-7's coming home early in January for the 

first aid course sign up. 

 Don't forget we are still collecting items for the food bank and accepting cash donations at the 

Christmas concert. Our school has always been very generous and we are proud to support the 

tradition of Christmas giving to those less fortunate than ourselves. 

Paula Kimoto                                                                                                                                                               
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Student Safety  
There have been some significant concerns lately regarding the traffic 

situation at the school. Traffic has increased. Weather has been cold and 

rainy. As a consequence, we have had some reported near-misses with 

students almost being hit by cars in the parking lot/drive-through lane in front 

of the school. There are also concerns that cars are parking too close to the 

student-supervised crosswalk, therefore decreasing visibility for them to do their 

job. We were also told of a car rolling into another near the crosswalk, leading 

to more worries about the children supervising the crosswalk as well as those 

crossing.  We have placed cones on both sides of  206th street encompassing 

the crosswalk. We ask you to please respect that they are there and the reason that they are put 

there. The primary concern is, of course, student safety! Township of Langley Bylaw office has 

been contacted and will be conducting random checks of parking around the school. Hopefully 

if everyone abides by the signage, no one will get a ticket! Again, please be vigilant when you 

are driving in and around the school…slow down, park away from the cones, and follow the 

pattern established for dropping off your child and driving in the school lot.  Our primary concern 

is the safety of the children. 

The Food Drive kicked off last week. 

Please send non-perishable food 

items to your child’s classroom. We 

will also be collecting food items and 

monetary gifts at the Christmas 

Concert on December 20th.  

 

 

 

 

                   

                  Dates To Remember 

Dec 20           Christmas Concert 1pm & 6pm       

Dec 21           Last Day Prior To Christmas Break  

Jan 7              School Re-opens                               

Jan 9              PAC Meeting 6:30pm                       

Jan 10            Hot Lunch: Hot Dogs               

If you or anyone you know buy an 

Entertainment Book online  you can now 

enter a code at check out and Gordon 

Greenwood Elem will get credit for the sale! 

Even at a reduced sale rate.  

                              Please use code 15529 

Cobs Dough Raiser Program 

Every time you make a purchase 

at Cobs Bread they will donate 

5% of your total to Gordon Greenwood.  All you have to 

do is mention you are with Gordon Greenwood Elem 

and it’s done. Easy!! 
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"Given the recent discussion at the November PAC Meeting, and in keeping with Mr. Luongo's comments in the 

school newsletter we would like to offer the following thoughts and suggestions on behalf of the PAC Executive." 

Birthday Treats: Healthy Alternatives for School Celebrations 

We all love to celebrate our children on their special day and birthdays only come once a year! Unless, of course, we 

consider the classroom experience where depending on your child’s grade there can be up to 30 birthdays 

honoured during a school year. In most cases, sweets have become the norm, not the exception as parents send 

treats for teachers to dole out on that special day. But with childhood obesity and allergies on the rise it may be wise 

to limit the amount of sweet treats kids receive in class. 

This isn’t to say that we shouldn’t celebrate our birthday honoree’s at school, many good lessons come from that 

experience, but instead it is an opportunity to remember that school is a great place for kids to learn the value of 

making healthy food and educational choices. 

Here are some ideas for celebrating your child’s birthday at school without depending on cupcakes to do the job. 

1. Send a small item for each student that reinforces the value of school, such as special pencils, stickers, erasers or 

bookmarkers. 

2. Bring in a balloon for each child to take home. 

3. Donate one of your child's favorite books to the classroom or school library. 

You can write their name and birthday on the inside cover therefore acknowledging your child’s special day. 

4. Your sports enthusiast might value a donation of sports equipment to the class sports box. 

Maybe, some of you are reminiscent about your own childhood memories of receiving a birthday treat but 

remember there are healthy treats, a few examples: 

1. Fruit Kabobs 

2. Frozen Fruit Bars 

3. Low-fat Homemade Rice Krispy Treats 

4. Yogurt Covered Pretzels or Raisins 

5. Chocolate covered fruit on a stick 

6. Home-popped popcorn in small individual cello bags 

Healthy children are better able to learn and enjoy their day-to-day experiences. Schools provide the ideal setting to 

support the healthy choices that families make at home each day. Sending alternatives to celebrate your child’s 

birthday is an opportunity for parents and educators to team together and role model healthy choices that we hope 

our children will learn to make on their own. 

 

 

 

 

 

St. John's First Aid is Coming! 

February 15th (yes a Pro-D day) the GGE PAC is proud to sponsor the St. John's First Aid course for students in 

grade 5-6 and 7 who didn't complete it last year.  It is strongly recommended for those students lunch 

monitoring or who want to be considered for lunch monitoring next year.  Also it's a real asset for students who 

want to baby sit. The St. John's qualification is a great thing to add to their resume when looking for community 

jobs. Furthermore, it's a great life-skill that is practical in their daily lives.     

This valuable course is completely covered by the PAC and covers recognizing emergency situations and 

basic first aid.  Students would be expected to attend like a regular school day from 8:36 to 2:30 with recess 

and lunch.  

Watch for a permission slip coming home in early January!  


